Spec. 4 Phillips calls up a flight plan on the computer to check a timetable.
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The airfield is the scene of
plenty of activity.
Army helicopters take off and
land with precision. The move
ments of the pilots are controlled
and steady.

Spec. 4 Stephen Phillips and
Spec. 4 Nabor Pineiro Jr., flight
operations coordinators at Felker
Army Airfield at Fort Eustis,

Va., keep a close watch on the
comings and goings of the assign-
ed aircraft. In the corner of their
office, the weather equipment
clicks off its hourly report and
the radio to the flight tower con-
tinously chatters static.

"The pilots flying from Felker
Army Airfield file their flight
plans with us. After ensuring the
plans are correct, we submit the
information to the flight tower,"
Phillips said. "We request route

clearance and, in essence, 're-
serve' the air space for the flight.
We then inform the air opera-
tions coordinators at the pilot's
destination of the aircraft's ex-
pected arrival time.

"If a flight is overdue, (30
minutes for a helicopter and 15
minutes for fixed wing aircraft),
it's the responsibility of the flight
coordinators at the intended des-
tination to attempt to locate that
pilot. They begin by backtracking
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